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court has even a very slender majority to-night, for which
they have been moving hell and earth, I am persuaded
they will struggle on a little longer; should the reverse
happen, I am far from thinking that a new arrangement
will be easily or speedily made. In any case, I should
doubt whether either side would risk dissolving the Parlia-
ment at this juncture, of which I have not heard one sober
man talk. But to come nearer to your point: should a new
Parliament be called, General Conway would be the most
useless person to whom to recommend you. He has not
the smallest inclination for coming into place; he is totally
unconnected with any set of men, and even when he was
Secretary of State, he would on no account be concerned
in any election jobs. He has constantly declared that he
is in opposition only upon the question of America; and
it is my opinion that, whatever change arrives, you will see
him nowhere but where he is.

I will make you no compliments on what I think of your
qualifications for Parliament, because I do not see how or
where I could prove that I am sincere. J certainly shall
have no interest with any administration, as I can answer
for myself that I never will be obliged to any minister;
and he who will not serve ministers, has no right to ask
favours of them. As you will find that I have spoken
truth about myself, I am sure you will excuse my being
so sincere on all the other points ; but as it is my maxim,
that he who speaks truth can never be detected, I had
rather Speak unwelcomely than give you hopes that it is
utterly improbable I should ever be able to realize.

Yours most sincerely,
H. iii pp. 210-11. do not doubt but the University of Oxford
